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Mr. Matias Zubimendi is the IP Business Advisor at China IPR SME Helpdesk, where he advises European SMEs on
intellectual property rights matters. Mr. Zubimendi holds a Master’s degree in Chinese Civil and Commercial Law from
Peking University as well as a Master’s degree in Intellectual Property Law from Austral University in cooperation with
the World Intellectual Property Organisation. Mr. Zubimendi has a strong background in both business development and
intellectual property rights protection, having previously worked as a China Business and Legal Consultant at Terragene,
where he focused on business development and as a Director of Legal Affairs at Conquer Europe. Previously, he has also
worked as a Patent and Trademark Attorney at Phoebus Abogados and Mazzeo & Canet, where he represented SMEs as
well as Fortune 500 companies.
Mr. Zubimendi has given lectures at various conferences including the Ibero-American Conference on Chinese Studies
and published several articles including The legal protection of intangibles in the video games industry. As a Professor
Assistant, he has also given lectures on Commercial Law and Procedural law, while focusing on Copyright and AI in his
research. Mr. Zubimendi is a native Spanish speaker fluent in English.
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IPRs – Brief introduction

• Intellectual Property Rights

MAIN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

1. INNOVATION PATENTS & UTILITY MODELS

2. DESIGN PATENTS

3. TRADEMARKS

4. COPYRIGHT

5. TRADE SECRETS

MAIN PRINCIPLES

1. REGISTRATION

2. TERRITORIALITY
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Main Policies Adopted by Governments 

and Their Consequences for SMEs 

Covid - 19

• QUARANTINE

• CLOSURE OF BORDERS

CLOSURE OF BUSINESS

CLOSURE OF STATE

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES

HOME OFFICE

LIMITATIONS TO TRAVEL

IMPOSSIBILITY TO RESEARCH

IMPOSSIBILITY TO SELL

INCREASE OF E-COMMERCE

IMPOSSIBILITY TO REGISTER / 

OBTAIN PERMISSIONS
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Covid – 19 

• Main policies adopted by governments for returning to work

• - Ten Measures to Support the Resumption of Work and Production

1. PROMOTION OF ONLINE SERVICES 

PROVIDED BY NATIONAL AUTHORITIES.

2. SIMPLIFICATION AND STREAMLINE OF 

REGULAR PROCEDURES.

3. IMMEDIATE ADDRESS OF URGENT ISSUES.

4. REDUCTION OF COSTS AND BURDENS.

5. PROVISION OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

AND SUPPORT.

6. SPEED UP INSPECTION AND RELEASE OF IMPORTED 

PRODUCTION EQUIPMENT AND RAW MATERIALS.

7. PROMOTE THE EXPANSION OF IMPORTS OF 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS AND FOOD.

8. SUPPORT ENTERPRISES TO EXPAND EXPORTS.

9. SIMPLIFY QUARANTINE APPROVAL OF IMPORTED 

SPECIAL MEDICAL ARTICLES.

10. HANDLE ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES QUICKLY AND 

EASILY
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• CNIPA Policies

• Notice 350

Covid - 19

PRIORITY FOR HEALTH PRODUCTS SUPPLIERS

TECHNICAL SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE

FAST-TRACK FOR PATENTS AND TRADE MARKS

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

RESUMPTION OF WORK – DEADLINES

✓ trade marks

✓ Patents
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• 1.Quarantine Home Office

Risks for IP

OWNERSHIP OF IP

LEAKS OF INFORMATION

COMMUNICATION
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• 2.Closure of Borders  

• Limitations to Travel

Risks for IP

BRANCHES AND KEY EMPLOYEES

NEW SERVICE PROVIDERS

HANDBOOK OF EMPLOYEES – PROTOCOL FOR

IP HANDLE

image from baidu.com
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Risks for IP

NON-DISCLOUSE AGREEMENTS

HIDE PROTOTYPES

LIMIT ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS

• 3.Closure of Business

• Impossibility to Research

• Impossibility to Sell

NEW COMPETITORS

TRADE MARK

SURVEILLANCE

Impossibility to SellImpossibility to Research
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Risks for IP

• 3.Closure of Business

• Increase of E-commerce

BUSINESS OPORTUNITY VS RISK

TRADE MARK PROTECTION

RESEARCH E-RETAILERS

NOTICE AND TAKE DOWN

CUSTOM BORDERS CONTROL
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Risks for IP

• 4.Closure of State / Administrative Offices

• Impossibility to obtain licenses / permissions

NO IP REGISTRATION

OWNERSHIP CONTRACTS

TRADE SECRETS PROTECTION
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Anticipate IP Investiment

IP Investiment

INVESTMENTS TIPS FOR 
AFTER COVID-19 CRISIS 

IDENTIFY KEY INTANGIBLE ASSETS (FOR EXAMPLE, 

MOST IMPORTANT TRADE MARKS)

COMBINE REGISTRATIONS (FOR EXAMPLE, MIXED

TRADE MARKS)

TRADE SECRET PRIORITY

COPYRIGHT VS TRADE MARKS
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